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(010. Anti—-CX3CL1 antibody therapy attenuates the development of bleomycin
—induced skin fibrosis
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CX3CL1 (fractalkine) expressed on endothelial cells mediates activation
and adhesion of leucocytes expressing its receptor, CX3CR1. We previously
reported up-regulated expression of CX3CL1 and CX3CR1 in patients with
systemic sclerosis. In this study, we examined the effect of anti—CX3CL1
antibody therapy for bleomycin—induced skin fibrosis in mice. CX3CL1
blockade significantly attenuated skin fibrosis. This finding suggests that
inhibition of CX3CL1 represents a therapeutic target for antagonizing

fibrotic skin disorders such as systemic sclerosis.
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